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T A S M A N E W S
Two Meter Area Spectrum Management Association

Frequency Coordination and Spectrum Management for Southern California

Chairman’s Message
Bob Dengler, NO6B

Fellow TASMA members:

I hope everyone had an
enjoyable holiday season.
After taking a brief break
from work and ham duties,
it's back to work for me in
what I hope will be a good
year. I admit I'm a little
disappointed in the apparent
lack of interest in some key
issues that have come before
us in the last couple of
months. The FCC rule

change that took place a couple of months ago that now
allows auxiliary operation on the 2 meter band, and the
growing number of digital repeaters (D-Star and P25) can
potentially have a major impact on repeater coordination &
may require us to revisit our bandplan in order to assure that
these new modes are accommodated. Yet so few members
attended our December general meeting that we barely
achieved a quorum. Your board & Technical Committee do
their best to represent your interests throughout most of the
year, but we need an open dialogue with you at regular
intervals to help keep us on track, especially when matters of
such great importance come before us. The entire Board,
which sets all TASMA policy, attends almost every general
meeting. So please plan to attend our upcoming general
meeting on April 7 in Walnut & have your opinions heard
where it matters most!

In last year's March newsletter I wrote at length about
CTCSS usage on 2 meters, and suggested that all open
repeaters standardize on 103.5 or 136.5 Hz. Since then, I've
taken a look at our database and discovered that some
regions of our service area are already well standardized: all
but one open repeater in Santa Barbara county uses 131.8,
Ventura uses 127.3, and San Diego County uses 107.2.
However, the more densely populated segments of our
service area are less well defined: Orange County is mostly
split between 136.5 & 110.9, while Los Angeles County is

split between 100.0, 103.5 & various other frequencies. The
Technical Committee is working on a plan to encourage
standardization on one CTCSS frequency for each region so
that new amateurs & visitors to our area can more easily
access our open repeaters. If you'd like to provide input to
this plan, please contact our Technical Committee Chairman
Matt Lechliter W6KGB at w6kgb@adelphia.net, myself at
no6b@no6b.com, or better yet, come to our general meeting.

The Board Initiates a Membership Drive
Howard Brown, KG6GI

Your Board has initiated a membership drive by sending a
letter to each non-member Trustee and Alternate Contact of
record in our repeater database. This letter is being sent to
both the address of record in our records as well as the
address in the FCC database where they differ.

As a service, we are also providing a copy of the information
in our database for one repeater for verification of its
currency.

We are asking the letter recipients to support TASMA thru
membership, and to provide us with current repeater
information
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At the time of this writing, the voting has closed and early
reports indicate that both groups have been approved for
membership. The official conclusion will be announced in a
few days.

I would expect that the next NFCC reportable activity will
probably be associated with the Dayton convention in mid-
May. If so, you’ll find further information in your July
TASMA NEWS.

Update Your E-Mail Address

Many of the e-mail addresses on our list are quite old and
the Board is concerned that members may not be able to
receive communication including the newsletter or the
Reflector. Mike maintains the list based on addresses
provided on membership renewal forms.

Recently, many people are changing from dial-up ISPs to
broadband service. As a result, many e-mail addresses are
becoming obsolete.

If your address has changed, please send a message to Mike
Marin, WW6MM at ww6mm@soara.org.

Newsletter Announcement
Howard Brown, Editor

In a continuing effort to control costs, TASMA has elected
to limit the newsletter to 1 oz. so that it can be mailed with
minimum first class postage. This limits the mailed
newsletter to 6 two sided pages. The full newsletter is
available on the TASMA web site at http://www.tasma.org.
The missing pages from the mailed copy will be noted in the
table of contents.

General Meeting Minutes

TASMA 2 December General Meeting Minutes

These Minutes Are Not Approved

Location:

Walnut Library
21155 La Puente Rd.
Walnut, CA 91789

Attendees:
Members:

KG6FCT Louis Frank
NO6B Bob Dengler
KG6GI Howard Brown
KG6ESC Baltasar Cervantes

WH6UC Benjamin Sanchez
KC6ACL Pat Finke
KF6IBY Javier Ibarra
WW6MM Mike Marin
N6ISY Dick Bruno

Guests:
Maria Sanchez

KC6FNA Jeannette Finke

Howard KG6GI provided a PowerPoint agenda &
supporting documents for the meeting which was followed:

1. Meeting called to order at 10:20AM by Bob NO6B.

2. Review of the minutes of the August 19, 2005.
Motion to accept the minutes with the
typographical errors corrected. Motion made by
Howard KG6GI, second by Pat, KC6ACL, vote 9-
0-0.

3. Financial spreadsheet presented by Howard,
KG6GI. Mike reviewed the data and stated that we
are doing better than last year, but we need to
address the lack of membership. Our current
membership is approximately 85, and we are
planning to send letters to repeater trustees
encouraging them to join TASMA. Mike also
mentioned the technical committee has not
submitted any expense for this year and so the
numbers may be biased at this moment.

4. Howard KG6GI summarized our correspondence at
about 135 pieces of mail, all of which was scanned
and placed in our database.

5. Bob NO6B presented a general review of the
actions of the technical committee as summarized
in the newsletter. As a general comment the
repeater owner operators have not provided the
required correspondence.

6. Howard KG6GI reported that the TASMA database
is current.

7. Bob NO6B began the election process by calling
for nominees from the floor. There were no
nominations, leaving only one nominee running for
each board position. Javier KF6IBY voiced support
for the present board. Motion to accept the
nominated officers by Javier KF6IBY, second by
Dick N6ISY, vote 9-0-0.

8. Open Forum

a. Bob NO6B presented an article in CQ
VHF on FM Repeaters and the 2 meter
bandplan for general review and
discussion.

b. Bob NO6B started a discussion of digital
repeaters, where they are, who is using
them, and where or if they should they be
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placed in the bandplan. Howard reviewed
the problems dealing with data transfers
over D-star radios. Problems occur when
using USB to RS232 adapters. P25 is
commercial digital equipment and D-Star
is amateur equipment for digital
communications with pro and cons
discussed for both. Howard KG6GI
showed the D-Star location site map web
page that gives an indication of their
number. The SOARA web site has
additional information including links and
equipment listing.

9. Next General Meeting to be April 8, 2006 at this
same place (Walnut library).

10. Motion to adjourn at 12:00. Motion by Howard
KG6GI, second by Pat KC6ACL.

Respectfully submitted

Louis Frank KG6FCT
Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

TASMA 13 January Board Meeting Minutes

These Minutes Are Not Approved

Location:

Norman P. Murray Community & Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way
Mission Viejo, CA 92692

Attendees
Bob Dengler NO6B
Patricia Finke KC6ACL
Howard Brown KG6GI
Louis Frank KG6FCT
Mike Marin WW6MM

1. Call to Order by Bob NO6B at 9:30 A.M.

2. Bob presented Data showing the CTCSS tones used
in different areas and lead a discussion on the
standardization of CTCSS tones. Mike proposes a
motion to have the Technical Committee look into
the use of a set of standardized CTCSS tones and
recommend there use by the repeaters. Motion by
Mike WW6MM, second by Pat KC6ACL, vote 3-0-
0.

3. Reading and Approval of the Minutes from the
November 4, 2006 Board meeting. Howard called
for a motion of approval as corrected. Motion by
Mike WW6MM, 2nd by Pat KC6ACL, vote 3-0-0.

4. Bob stated that our insurance is from June through
the following May and the insurance has to be in
force to reserve the room at the Walnut Library,
there for Mike will look into paying the insurance
ahead and obtaining the required certificate. This
will allow Bob to reserve the room for the year.

5. We are developing a letter to encourage joining
TASMA. This letter should be sent to the repeater
owner operator community. The Mailing would be
4 pages, a letter, a membership application, a band
plan. There would be about 400 mailing. The cost
estimate is; $0.39 postage, $0.04 per page or $0.16
per letter, and $0.04 for the envelope. Discussing
the information, it was suggested we include
information for validation in this letter. This project
is estimated to cost $400.00 and should result in
about 80 new members. Mike will manage this
project. We should be mailing these letters early in
March.

6. Mike will develop a budget for 2007 and distribute
it by e-mail to the board for review.

7. Howard has submitted the repeater data to the
ARRL, but has not had any reply.

8. Mike will set up mail forward accounts to facilitate
receiving electronic forms for RFC, and
interference.

9. Motion to adjourn at 12:07 P.M. Motion by Mike
WW6MM, 2nd by Howard KG6FCT, vote 3-0-0.

Respectfully submitted by

Louis Frank KG6FCT
TASMA-Secretary
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Chairman’s Corner: Ringing In 2007
Matt Lechliter, W6KGB

Hello again from your friends
at the Technical Committee. I’ll
be keeping this one fairly brief,
but as always there are a few
items to discuss. Our first is a
change of schedule, something
we adopted at our November
meeting.

We’d been meeting bi-monthly
through 2005 and 2006. That
schedule didn’t serve us very

well. Our letters on clocks were overlapping through two
meetings & prolonging issues that should’ve been
straightforward. Gas prices rising as they are, it was an
attempt at less driving and giving us more time between
meetings to deal with business. It had some success,
however I could see change was still needed. At the
November meeting, a quarterly (every 3 months) schedule
was proposed and adopted.

This came with the proviso that we make a serious effort at
addressing TC business between meetings rather than
cramming everything into those mornings. Several instances
we’ve stayed over our reserved time, and lest we wear out
the Red Cross’s welcome, overstays should become rare.
(Santa Monica Red Cross Chapter is our meeting location
sponsor) Our aim is to move through our workload more
quickly between meetings by e-discussion & ratify these
actions at meetings instead. This was looked at when bi-
monthly meetings were adopted, yet not seriously pursued.

Secondly, something we overlooked. When revising the
website a couple years back, the Technical Committee
Policies & Procedures document was removed from the site.
This set of guidelines was intended to help coordinees in
assembling their documentation & communicating with the
committee effectively, in an informed manner. Recently a
product of this omission was a delay on transferring a
coordination. The former coordinee had sent us a letter of
release, and the new coordinee hadn’t sent an accompanying
RFC. The letter was half the equation, but without our
procedure & policy document, the new coordinee had
presumed this release letter was sufficient to affect transfer.
A few months thereafter, he contacted us rather puzzled &
disgruntled that this hadn’t happened. It took some
convincing for him to understand; this isn’t much fault of his
without anything to tell him otherwise.

The Policies & Procedures document is not yet re-posted as
of this writing. However, it will return to the site shortly.
This may be in conjunction with a revision to it. Please

check the TASMA website periodically to watch for its
return in the ‘Forms & Procedures’ section.

We’ve had problems in the past with communications from
our end. Our correspondence doesn’t always make its way in
a prompt manner. That should see improvement.
Communication is key in the coordination business. If you
don’t hear from us & believe you should, please contact us.
Ask us if we’ve received any communications from you.
Ping us from time to time, keeping issues on our radar. Keep
watch on the meeting Agendas & Minutes for items relevant
to you. Our e-mail addresses are listed on the website, as is
our postal mail address. E-mail will reach us quicker. Items
sent to the postal mailbox are often delayed between when
they arrive and subsequently reach us for processing. It can
be as much as a 3-week delay. With this in mind, please use
e-mail (and in the case of RFCs, mail hardcopy also) where
possible to ensure more timely receipt. Drop us a note to say
an RFC is on its way – anything helps.

Thank you, the Southern California VHF community, for
your continued support. We hope to continue serving you
faithfully through 2007 and beyond. Happy Easter from the
Technical Committee!

Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

TASMA 24 Feb Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

These minutes are not approved.

Location:

Red Cross Santa Monica Chapter
1450 Eleventh Street
Santa Monica, CA 90404

1. Meeting called to order by Matt W6KGB at
9:55AM.

2. Technical Committee Members:

Matt Lechliter, W6KGB Chairman
Louis Frank,KG6FCT Secretary
Howard Brown, KG6GI Database Mgr
Bob Dengler, NO6B ex-officio mbr

Guests

Skip Hansen WB6YMH
Joe Parrino N6WZK
Mark Christian KB6SRT
Leon Brown KC6JAR

3. Reading and Approval of Minutes as corrected
from the November 11th, 2006 TC meeting. Motion
to approve minutes as corrected. Motion by
Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

4. Continued Business from Previous TC Meetings:
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a. 146.730 K0JPK Rio Hondo Peak –
System update requested; system is using
103.5 PLs as observed by Bob & last
update is dated 1990. There has been some
communication with Richard Granado
WA6QIW, in which a change of trustee
has been noted. Awaiting correct or proper
RFC update from new trustee. Matt to
make contact and request necessary
information. Table till next meeting.
Motion by Howard, second by Lou, vote
2-0-0.

b. 147.225 K6JHX Castro Peak – Change
of Ownership. We have received a
complete RFC package which is accepted
as complete. New trustee is Steve Brtis
WA6FGW. Motion to accept by Howard,
second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

c. 145.440 N6NIK Mt. Palomar –
Administrative Update. We have received
a complete RFC package from Robert
Vielma N6NIK. Motion to accept the RFC
data as submitted with the exception that
the transmitting antenna must be the
corner reflector. Matt to send a letter to
Robert a certificate of coordination with
current parameters. Motion to accept by
Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

d. 145.460 W6IER Sunset Ridge – System
observed at different location (building).
Motion to reset the 45-day clock from
November meeting date. Motion for Matt
to send letter to Chuck Sweeten AI6I
requesting complete RFC with both
administrative and technical information
on new form to be received with in 45
days. Motion to table to next meeting.
Motion by Lou, second by Howard, vote
2-0-0.

e. 146.910 KC6RZY Chatsworth Peak –
Release of coordination to KA6IJN.
Change of ownership to KA6IJN and
change in location. Motion for Matt to
send letter to John Cooper KA6IJN
requesting complete RFC with both
administrative and technical information
on new form to be received with in 45
days. Table to next meeting. Motion by
Lou, second by Howard, vote 2-0-0.

f. 146.910 KC6WGF Running Springs –
Transfer of coordination to KF6KDS.
Motion to table to next meeting. Motion
by Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

5. Test Coordination Reviews:

a. 144.895 WB6JAG Hemet – Test
coordination review, System operational
status. Motion to table to next meeting.
Motion by Lou, second by Howard, vote
2-0-0.

b. 144.895 N6WZK Mt. Wilson - Test
coordination review, System operational
status. Investigating the details of placing
the repeater under test. Motion to continue
the test, requesting the repeater deviation
be changed to 3.5 KH, the receive
coverage should match the transmit
coverage; antenna should point south east
and a new RFC submittal. Motion by
Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

c. 146.115 K6SOA Temple Hill - Test
authorization review, System in test.

6. Interference Complaints:

a. 147.225 W6CPD Corona Claim against
147.210 K6JSI Sunset Ridge. Motion for
Matt to send letter to CPD that the
interference causing repeater operated by
K6JSI is uncoordinated and suggest you
contact them directly or go to the FCC.
Motion by Howard, second by Lou, vote
2-0-0.

7. New RFCs, updates and notifications:

a. 147.435 AE6NZ Contractor’s Point –
Transfer of Ownership. Review of RFC
note missing information, correct by
amendment. Motion to accept Gary Elmer
KG6DVO as new trustee, with no change
in technical parameters. Motion by
Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

b. 145.460 WA6IRC Contractor’s Point –
New RFC. Motion to use the following
frequency 145.200- to operate for a one
year coordination test for a D-Star
repeater. Motion by Howard, second by
Lou, vote 2-0-0

c. 147.210 KE6IYC Mt. Wilson – New RFC
/ submission for waiting list. Motion to
table to next meeting. Motion by Howard,
second by Lou, vote 2-0-0

d. 144.895 KC6NFV Ortega Mtn. (Lake
Ellsinore) – New RFC from KC6NFV.
Motion to use the following frequency
145.400- to operate for a one year repeater
coordination test. Motion by Howard,
second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

e. (No Frequency) KK6SS Apple Valley –
New RFC. Table to next meeting. Motion
by Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.
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f. 147.210 WA6IRC Contractor’s Point –
New RFC. Canceled.

g. 145.200 KD6KTQ Juniper Hills – New
RFC. Table to next meeting. Motion by
Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

h. 147.300 KG6PD Hesperia – Note of
Silent Key (KG6PD) by Jim Mustra
(K6OLD). Table to next meeting. Motion
by Howard, second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

8. New Business

a. ‘Waiting List’ Report. – List updated.

b. Reply to OOCP query from KA6TSA.
Handled by Howard successfully.

c. Inquiry regarding updates from Jay
Deacon (NA6S). Matt to make contact for
information.

d. Interference Situation and Frequency
Change Request by Skip Hansen
(WB6YMH). Table to next meeting.
Motion by Howard, second by Lou, vote
2-0-0.

e. Query from Shorty Stouffer (K6JSI)
regarding 147.210 MHz. Motion to send
Shorty K6JSI a letter advising him that his
coordination on 147.210 was terminated in
September due to an unsuccessful
coordination test. Motion by Howard,
second by Lou, vote 2-0-0.

f. Interference Advisory from Burton Brink
N6USO on 145.440. Table to next
meeting. Motion by Howard, second by
Lou, vote 2-0-0.

g. Notification of Operation from W6LY/R
147.615 MHz. Howard to up date the data
base.

9. Adjournment called by Matt at 13:52 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted By
Louis Frank KG6FCT
Secretary – TASMA Technical Committee 2007

2007 Schedule of Meetings

The following schedule has been established for TASMA’s 2007 activities. The current Board hopes to adhere to this
plan but it may have to be adjusted to allow for personnel and meeting space availability.

Year 2007 Jan Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.
Board

Meeting
13

(Sat)
10

(Sat)
14

(Sat)
3

(Sat)

General
Meeting

7
(Sat)

11
(Sat)

1
(Sat)

Technical
Committee

24
(Sat)

12
(Sat)

25
(Sat)

10
(Sat)
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1Q07 Financial Report
Mike Marin, WW6MM

In 2006, we expended $212.86 more than we collected on
membership fees and the ARRL repeater directory payment
of $316. The reason for the loss is that our membership
keeps dropping. We lost 15 members during 2006 as
described in the membership report. We still have enough
resources to continue operating, but we need to break the
trend of overspending. During the last seven years, only two
years we ended in the black, and those turn out to be
contentious years, in which a lot of people joined the
organization to vote a favor or against a particular issue. The
years without contention issues, all ended in the red, and in
those years membership have declined. The year after a
contention year always produces a large lost of membership.

This year budget page shows the actual numbers for the past
seven years, in addition to the 2007 budget. The budget for
2007 is based on the work being done by the board to attract
repeater trustees and technical contacts that are not members
of TASMA. This project is expected to cost $400 to generate
and mail solicitation letters to that population. The work is in
advanced state of preparation, and letters will be mailed in
June. Base on that, we are prediction a 20% response from

the 274 people being solicited. We are assuming the new
members will be distributed such that we get around 25 new
members in the third-quarter and the rest in the four-quarter.
So, income and expenses are calculated based on these
assumptions for those two quarters. The budget predicts a
year that should close even, where expenses and income are
basically equal.

Balance Sheet - March 10, 2007

Assets Total

Bank and Cash Accounts

Checking Account $3,222.86
Total Bank and Cash Accounts $3,222.86

Total Assets $3,222.86

Net Worth $3,222.86

1Q07 Membership Report
Mike Marin, WW6MM

We started 2007 with 80 members and eight expired
members in the 90 days grace period. That is a drop of 15
members from the beginning of 2006, which started with 95
members. Our membership numbers keep dropping and that
is starting to affect our operations. Most of the officers, on
the Board and on the Technical Committee, have served for
more than three years due to the lack of membership
involvement in the day-to-day operation of TASMA, which
is a reflection of low membership and low participation.
This year the board is determined to change this trend and
we are starting by mailing a letter to all the repeater trustees
and technical contacts that are not members of TASMA. Our
database shows that 274 trustees and technical contacts are
not members of TASMA. Most of them have mailing
addresses, in our database, that don’t match with the FCC
database, so we are generating more than 400 letters asking
them to join TASMA.

From those solicitation letters, we expect to get at least 20%
responses, which will translate into another 55 members.
That coupled with a 10% attrition of current members (8
members), should place our membership number to 127
members by the end of the year. That still a very small

membership number, but much better that our current
number.

March 10, 2007

2007 Initial Membership
In grace period (at 12/31/2006) 8

80

Current Membership
Expired members

In grace period (90 days) 9
Expired (more than 90 days) 16
Resignations / S.K. 0

New and renew members
Renewals 13
New members 2

Total Current Membership (03/10/2007) 78


